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HISTORIA
The piece is one of a series of drawings which, from their form and content, were undoubtedly
made by Goya in preparation for the Caprices.

The drawing passed by inheritance in 1828 to Javier Goya, the painter's son, and in 1854 to
Mariano Goya y Goicoechea, the artist's grandson. It was subsequently owned by Valentin
Carderera (ca. 1861) and Mariano Carderera (ca. 1880). In 1886 it was acquired from Mariano
Carderera by the General Direction of Public Instruction and was assigned to the Prado Museum,
where it entered on 12 November 1886.

ANALISIS ARTISTICO
On the same sheet of paper there are two drawings. This one is on the recto or recto, while the

reverse is occupied by The Truth. Sketch of a nude woman.

This drawing has been cautiously entitled Truth Rescued by Time and also Time and Truth, as it
shows the figure of a nude woman clinging to the body of a winged man, also nude, carrying an
hourglass. Both appear to be flying happily. Next to them fly some owls, animals very often
depicted by Goya in this period of his career and directly related to The Caprices.

The identification of the male figure with Cronos has led many authors to relate this drawing to the
large-format painting Truth, Time and History in the Nationalmuseum in Stockholm, a work by
Goya of around 1812 in which the allegory of Time again appears in the same pose, with a girl
who is not naked and who could be Philosophy or the incarnation of the Constitution of 1812.
Above all, however, the drawing has been realted to a kind of previous, much earlier sketch (ca.
1797-1799) of that composition, also entitled Truth, Time and History (sketch) now in the
Museum of Fine Arts of Boston, in which the young woman again appears nude and we find bats
and owls flying in the night.
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